
 

 

Where no one is left on the deck 

Executive Summary 
 

With over 60 million Americans living with a disability and many of them left sitting on a deck or 
on their couch, StirringWaters is a needed project to bring joy to dreary lives and improve their 
health through exercise.  It will be an intentionally and fully inclusive aquatic adventure          
experience specifically designed by therapists and aquatic professionals to encourage healthy 
activities for people with disabilities. 

It began by asking families living with disabilities three questions: In the great waterparks in 
Florida what works for you, what is difficult for you, and what are the deal breakers?              
StirringWaters captures the good experiences and seeks to remove the barriers from the      
difficult and impossible. Some of the largest waterpark developers have come to the table to 
help create or adapt features to eliminate the deal breakers and make the difficult easy.  But, 
everything has a price and families living with disabilities typically have little money — thus the 
need for the nonprofit, governmental, and business communities to cover the construction 
costs.  When families living with disabilities in Florida and New York were asked, “If                 
StirringWaters existed, would you come?” 67% said they would come quarterly or more often. 

StirringWaters includes many features — features like underwater wheelchair experiences to 
simply floating a lazy river.  It has swim lanes for exercise and programs for walking against the 
current.  For those who want only a mild interaction with water, it includes a therapy trail 
themed after the Appalachian Trail, and the Rain Forest Adventure splashplay area. It even has 
the world’s first big slide that a person who is quadriplegic will be able to experience with little 
assistance. It includes a training center to train healthcare specialists which can also be used for 
corporate retreats and events. Special hotel style housing will be provided and be built to a 
standard far beyond the requirements of ADA. 

It sits in one of the most ideal locations in all the world — Central Florida. It is centered           
between both coasts and is convenient to both the Orlando and Tampa airports.  Yet, it is in  
rural setting near the historic town of Lake Wales.   

One of the finest youth camp and retreat centers in Florida has welcomed it to their campus 
and they will assume responsibly for its operation once it is built. While StirringWaters will be 
open to people of all beliefs, its sustainability is enhanced by being operated by Lake Aurora 
Christian Camp and Retreat Center, a nondenominational facility networked to hundreds of 
churches. 

History. StirringWaters began as the vision of retired Camp Direct Bill Redmon. As some colleges 
and universities became involved it grew in scope and potential. Through sharing the vision at 
the IAAPA Conferences, Bill was joined by waterpark creators and design professionals from 
across North America. This has become a one of a kind vision and thousands of families living 
with disabilities are waiting for others to join in the creation process. 

 

A project of Removing the Barriers Initiative.  Seeking to remove the barriers to great experiences for 
people and families living with disabilities. 

Executive Summary


Over 60 million Americans and nearly 5 million Floridians live with a disability and many of them are 
left sitting on a deck or on their couch. StirringWaters is a needed project to bring joy to dreary lives 
and improve their mental and physical health. It will be an intentionally and fully inclusive aquatic 
adventure experience specifically designed by therapists and aquatic professionals to encourage 
healthy activities for people with disabilities. 


In the beginning we asked families living with disabilities three questions: In the great waterparks in 
Florida what works for you, what is difficult for you, and what are the deal breakers? StirringWaters 
emphasizes the experiences that work, seeks to remove the barriers from the difficult, and found 
solutions for the deal breakers — making the impossible possible. 


Some of the largest waterpark developers have come to the table to help create or adapt features to 
eliminate the deal breakers and make the difficult easy. However, everything has a price and families 
living with disabilities typically have little money — thus the need for the nonprofit, governmental, and 
business communities to cover the construction costs. When families living with disabilities in Florida 
and New York were asked, “If StirringWaters existed, would you come?” 67% said they would come 
quarterly or more often. 


StirringWaters will include many features — features like underwater wheelchair experiences in the 
deep spring, an island with a therapy trail, and an ultra-inclusive restroom and bathhouse. It will have 
The Rainforest, an inclusive and interactive splash/play experience like no other, complete with 
therapy stations and calming areas. Special hotel style housing will be provided and built to a 
standard far beyond the requirements of ADA. 


It will sit in one of the world’s most ideal locations — Central Florida. Its Polk County location is 
centered between both coasts and convenient to the Orlando and Tampa airports. Yet, it is in a rural 
setting near the historic town of Lake Wales. 


Lake Aurora Christian Camp and Retreat Center, one of the finest youth camp and retreat centers in 
Florida, has welcomed it to their campus and they will assume responsibly for its operation. 
StirringWaters is intentionally focused on individuals and families living with disabilities thus it will be 
able to be enjoyed by people of all abilities. 


History. StirringWaters began as the vision of retired Camp Director Bill Redmon. Its mission is to 
provide a safe and comfortable place where families living with disabilities will be able to have shared 
experiences and to allow the community of people with disabilities to be safely interactive with the 
world of those who are more typical. In its development, four universities have given assistance and it 
has captured the attention of some of the world’s largest waterpark developers.


It will be the place in Florida where no one is left sitting on the deck, but everyone can get into the fun.




